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Alaska Telephone Association member companies serve some of the most challenging and remote areas 

of the country1. We have demonstrated capabil ity to deliver crucial connections to our communities. 
We must have stable universal service support to maintain, extend and upgrade existing broadband 
infrastructure and construct broadband networks in unserved or underserved markets in Alaska. 

ATA proposes universal service fund support be stabilized by implementing a 10-year freeze for Alaskan 
carriers. The freeze implemented for wireless carriers in 2012 has been successful in maintaining and 
extending wireless service to unserved areas. The freeze offered to Alaska Communications will enable 
service to be maintained, upgraded and extended. A similar freeze for Alaska's ILECs will allow the same 
positive result of upgraded broadband service and newly served Alaskans. 

WI RELINE 
Freeze Support for Alaska ILECs 

We propose Alaskan I LE Cs receive frozen support for a 10-year period. Frozen funding will create 
stability which w ill assure continued service in remote Alaska and allow deployment to underserved and 
unserved areas. 

Support for each carrier will be frozen at final 2011 levels for high cost loop support (HCLS) and 
interstate common loop support (ICLS). 

Performance Obligation 
Carriers receiving frozen support will meet specific performance obligations during the 10-year period. 
Each Alaskan ILEC will work with the Bureau to define performance requirements sufficient to 

demonstrate that support is being used to advance voice and broadband service in Alaska. Performance 
obligations will reflect operations, upgrades and new deployment enabled by frozen support. Carriers 
will customize their commitments according to their individual situations regarding access to middle 

mile, location, and other factors which affect cost and service levels. The price cap carrier's 
performance obligations will be determined in the CAF II proceeding currently underway. We support 
flexibility in determining both rate of return and price cap carrier obligations, recogn izing the unique 
challenges and conditions in Alaska . 

Frozen support will be used for both network-wide operating expenses and capital expenses. Support 
will be used for data-only broadband lines as well as those used for voice. 

1 ATA member companies include: Adak Telephone Utility, Alaska Communications, Alaska Telephone Company, 
Arctic Slope Telephone Association Cooperative, Bristol Bay Telephone Cooperative, Bush-Tell, Copper Valley 
Telecom, Cordova Telephone Cooperative, GCI Communications Corp., Interior Telephone/Mukluk Telephone dba 
TelAlaska. City of Ketchikan. dba Ketchikan Public Utilities, Matanuska Telephone Association, Nushagak 
Cooperative, OTZ Telephone Cooperative, Summit Telephone Company, United Utilities. and Yukon Telephone 
Company. 
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Carriers will continue to submit all required ETC reports and meet existing reporting and compliance 
obligations. 

The Commission will re-eva luate broadband deployment and universal service funding in Alaska in 2025 
to consider extending the frozen support period or implementing an alternative support mechanism for 
wireline service. 

WIRELESS 
Freeze Wireless Support for All Alaska Wireless Carriers. 

Stable Support 
We support the FCC's proposal to freeze wireless CETC support as of December 31, 2014 for carriers 
serving Remote Alaska2

, and propose that funding be frozen for a period of 10 years. Frozen funding will 
sustain the stability which has been provided under the initial CETC freeze, assure continued wireless 
service in remote Alaska, and allow deployment to areas which have no wireless service today. 

We propose all Remote Alaska CETC support be frozen on a company basis at final 2014 levels for a 
period of 10 years3

. All Remote Alaska CETC wireline support will immediately be used only for mobile 
voice and broadband service. As non-Remote Alaska CETC funding phases down, that support will be re­
targeted to Remote areas without any wireless service via an FCC reverse auction of up to $27 million 
per year-the current amount of annual non-Remote Alaska CETC support. 

Alaska CETCs will receive frozen support in lieu of Mobility Fund Phase II and Tribal Mobility Fund Phase 
II funds. 

Performance Obligation 
Wireless carriers receiving frozen support will use that support to provide mobile voice and broadband 
services in areas not receiving 4G l TE service directly from AT&T or Verizon as of 12/31/2014. Areas 
served by rural partners of Verizon or AT&T who are providing service using the rural company's 
infrastructure will not be considered served by AT&T or Verizon. 

Each Remote Alaska CETC will work with the Bureau to define specific performance requirements 
sufficient to demonstrate that support is being used to provide mobile voice and broadband services in 
areas that are not receiving 4G LTE service from AT&T or Verizon as of December 31, 2014. 

Carriers will continue to submit all applicable ETC and Mobility Fund reports and meet existing reporting 
and compliance obligations, including submittal of 5-year plans. 

2 See Connect America Fund, et al., Report and Order, Declaratory Ruling, Order, Memorandum Opinion 
and Order, Seventh Order on Reconsideration, and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 14-54, 
WC Docket No. 10-90, et al., 11 250 (rel. June 10, 2014). 
3 This provision will not apply to AT&T Mobility aka Dobson Cellular Systems CETC phase-down trajectory which 

will continue as set in previous Commission Orders. 
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Transition to Mobility Support Mechanism 
At the conclusion of the transition period, the Commission will determine the most appropriate 
successor mechanism for Alaska areas not receiving L TE service from AT&T or Verizon. 

SUMMARY 

Implementing frozen support for a term of 10 years will grant necessary stability to allow Alaska's 
carriers to continue extending advanced telecommunications services to Alaskans. Stable, predictable 
support is essential to enable our ca rriers to operate, extend and upgrade existing broadband networks 
and operate and deploy wireless service in remote Alaska. 
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ilea Weaver, Chief Operations Officer 
Adak Eagle Enterprises 

s;gned~~ 
Michael Garrett, Chfet Operating Officer 
Alaska Telephone Company 
Bettles Telephone, Inc. 
North Country Telephone, Inc. 

Arctic Slope Telephone Association Cooperative 

s;gned .It/~ :i D -
W. Douglas Devore, VP/Assistant General Manager 
Bush-Tell, Inc. 

Signed: _) _--+--71_____,....__....._ ______ _ 
David Deng , hie ecutive Officer 
Copper Valle Telephone Cooperative 

Signed: __ ,.....~l..4r''----"r::P---"""~~---------
Paul Kelly, Chief Executiv fficer/General Manager 
Cordova Telephone Co erative 

Date: _ J_/2_· 6_/i_J5 _ __ _ 

Date: ---/~-· _:.z_~_~_'.5 ___ _ 

Date: __,~/,___3__,_/_a:J_/ < __ 

Date: J/&r; Jzo1.:;-' 

Date: -----------

Date: ~/-~ __ .-_if~--

Page 4 of 6 



'\ 

Alaska Te/ephcine AsS<JclatiOn 
tons~risus Alaska Plan . 
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eon, Gene hlef Compliance Officer, and Senior Vice President, 

· . Governmental Affairs 
Gen~rat Cottimunicatlon, Inc. 

S~d'~ ·· 
'~rat Manager 

· 1.ntettdrTefe'1hone. · 

M~ 
s..,...: ' ' ' . •C\~ 
·.,·ed~~· 

City of Ketchikan, dba Ketchikan Public Utllitles 

Signed ' ~(,.,,.( 
Doug Ne81JcilM(;uftve Officer 
oti Telephone toopenttve 

Date: -1-/-.--"-'~uc;..· .,,_~ ~-=~~· _ _ , , 

1-c&r~\c. · Date: _________ u __ 

Date: _t ,_/ ~---.;:;1f-*'/-.:..J_5..__ 

Date: 

Date: - · ~1 ~'~~-Y_/_1 .> ___ . __ 

Date:. _ _ )_i_r/ ____ / :) ____ _ 
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Signed: -..U~~:....::..4---..\.dl~~~a._l~t:::::=::~--= 
Craig Mollerst , Vice President 
United Utilitie , Inc., A GCI Company 

Signed : ~9Yv~ _ _ \Jk__-=-- ----­
Donald Eller, General Manager 
Yukon Telephone Company, Inc. 

Date: _ 1_.__J;)--+-g/--=1 s'----

Date: _}_/_<-_1 _,__/ _15_ 
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